After morning prayers and the customary reading of portions
of the Koran he would employ himself till noon in Government business to
which he gave his own personal attention, whether the matter was small or
great At 3 p. m, after the prayers incumbent at that hour he would read
the Koran and hear traditions, and would freely converse with holy men
and with able, learned persons. If a poet had recited a poem which deserved
a present he certainly had it He had no bigotry in his nature but had
great faith in the Imams, In short, his virtues were too many to be described
but to sum them up in a word, he was immensely good* The saying " the
happy man is happy internally " was particularly true of him. One of the
monuments he left behind is the fortification of Burhanpur which began
In 1716 and was finished in his own time. In the same year he founded
Nizamabad above the hill of Furdapore and there he built a mosque, a
house for travellers, a palace and a bridge. He also built the walls of
Hyderabad.

The administration of the country during this period not only exten-
ded over the whole of the six subhas of the Deccan but also embraced a
considerable tract of land south of the river Krishna as stated above. In
1729 the Nizam ceded to his menacing rivals, the Mahrattas, the " sirdesh-
mukhi", or ten per cent of the whole of his revenue, together with the
" chauth ", or one-fourth, of the collections from land and customs. From
this period they practically divided with the Nizam the revenues of several
of the Deccan subhas excepting those territories which had been ceded as
jajirs by the Emperor Aurangazeb and his predecessors.

In 1757 the Emperor invited Asaf Jah to Delhi. He appointed his
son, Nasir Jung, Naib of the Deccan, and repaired to Delhi. After two months
the Emperor appointed him Subedar of Agra and Malwa and he proceeded
to Malwa. He crossed the Jumna near Calpee and arrived in the Bundel-
khand country where the Raiah joined him with a large army. At Bhopal-
pur, which was dependent on Malwa, he was met by Baji Rao at the head of
a considerable army. In the month of Ramzan of the same year the embers
of war and slaughter were kindled in the environs of this place. However, as
a strong report prevailed of the approach of Nadir Shah, Asaf Jah made
peace and expedited his return to Delhi. Nadir Shah, after his victory,
treated him with more distinction than the other Oomrahs, and Asaf Jah
succeeded to the title of " Amir-uI-Oomrah ", or first of the nobles, which
was vacated by Samsam-ud-Daula.
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